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Introduction
Background of the protection of children
in Armed conflict
• History points the recurring use of children in armed
conflicts
• The Ottoman Turkish Empire made extensive use
of child soldiers: ‘’Janissaries’’to form the Sultan’s
Personal Elite Corps(Lewis D. Eigen,2009)

• In 19 Century, boys were active on the battlefields,
often as musicians (the drummer boys, Napoleonic
Era) (Jake Whitstone,)

• In the 20 century, boys were fighting as frontline
soldiers and in military support roles ( the Hitler
Youth in World War II, (George Orwell,1938)
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Introduction
Background of the protection of children in Armed
conflict
In the 20 century, the raise of the notion of protection of children as
innocent victims of warfare . Launching of agencies such as:
 Save the Children in 1919 (in response to the situation of children
after the World War I ),
 Plan International (in response to the dangers faced by children
during the Spanish Civil War in 1937),
 Oxfam (in response to the deprivations facing Greek children in
1942)
 UNICEF (established in 1946 to provide emergency food and
healthcare to children in post-World War II Europe).
Since the release of Graça Machel’s report ( 1996), Impact of Armed
Conflict on Children, policy makers, academics and the media have
paid greater attention to children living in situations of armed conflict
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Introduction
• Who is a Child?
Discussion among academics focusing on the
construction of childhood in different societies
• There is a link between chronological age and
cognitive development (Piaget). 18 is the age
where a person can make a moral judgment
• Lev Vygotsky and others point the influence of
everyday life experience in the formation of
moral judgment and argue that childhood is a
construction that differs from place to place
Article I of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
states that a child is “every human being below the age of 18
years”
4

Countries Where Children are Affected
by Armed Conflict

Annual Report of the Secretary-General on children and Armed conflict 2015
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Africa
• 15 million were caught up
in
violent
conflicts
in
countries such as the
Central African Republic
(CAR) ,DRC, South Sudan,
Somalia, Mali and Nigeria
hundreds were kidnapped;
and tens of thousands were
recruited
or
used
by
government forces and
armed groups.
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Increased international awareness
• The principles and provisions to protect children in armed conflict
are laid out in the Geneva Conventions(1949) and their additional
Protocols(1977), the Convention on the rights of the Child(1989)
and its optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed
conflict(2000), and the Rome Statute(1998) of the International
Criminal Court .
• Since 1999 the issue of Protection of children during conflicts has
been a significant theme in the work of the Security Council. A
number of SCR resolutions have been adopted, containing more
provisions to protect children
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Timeline
• 1996: The Report of Graça Machel: Impact of Armed Conflict on
Children highlights the disproportionate impact of war on children
and identifies them as the primary victims of armed conflict.
• 1998: The Security Council holds its first debate on children and
armed conflict and “expresses its intention to pay serious attention to
the situation of children affected by armed conflicts.
• 1999:Security Council resolution 1261 places the issue of children
affected by armed conflict on the Council agenda, and identifies
and condemns grave violations against children.
• 2002:The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict enters into
force.
• 2014:Launch of the “Children, Not Soldiers” campaign aimed at
ending child recruitment and use by government armed forces in
conflict by the end of 2016.
• 2015:Security Council resolution 2225 establishes “abduction of
children” as a trigger to list parties to armed conflict in the annual
report of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict
Protection of children is “a moral imperative and legal obligation’’
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State of children in Armed conflicts
• An estimated 90 % of global conflict-related deaths since 1990
have been civilians, and 80 % of these have been women and
children
• 300,000 children are used as combatants on battlefields
• 2 million are deliberately murdered,
• 20 million are refugees or internally displaced persons,
• 5 million are handicapped,
• 12 million are abandoned,
• 1 million are orphans, and
• 10 million are traumatized due to violent conflict (UN reports)
• In some situations, children in armed conflict as soldiers is accepted
and encouraged.
• Children may voluntarily take part in conflict to respond to
economic, cultural , social and political reasons
• The Particular situation of girls in conflict continue to raise more
attention( the risk of sexual violence, abuse and exploitation of
women and children increase during conflict
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Impacts of Conflict on Children
• Physical effects of war on children: Children

are being killed and maimed by the bombs and
bullets of war. some are recruited and placed
directly at the front line. Rape and sexual violence
are increasingly being used as a weapon of war

• Economic effects of war on children : The

gravest effects of war is the destruction of
children’s education. Education is the best weapon
against poverty. It is estimated that almost 40
million children are out of school in conflictaffected countries

Grenade survivor
Kabul(15 years old

• Psychological effects of war on children:

Psychological and emotional trauma. Many of
Children don’t really understand what the conflict
is about or why it is happening and some turn to
alcohol or drug use
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Grave Violations
Despite normative progress and the release
of some children by armed groups, 2014 was
seen as the worst year for children affected
by armed conflict(SCR 2225, 2015)
Mass abduction of children (Boko Haram
ISIL, CAR, Somalia)







Killing and maiming
Abduction
Rape and sexual violence
Attacks against schools and hospitals
Denial of humanitarian access
Recruitment and use of child soldiers
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Case study: Reintegration of Child Soldiers in
the DRC
• The study aimed to analyze the
child
soldiers
reintegration
process in Eastern DRC.

• Conflict in Eastern Congo was
characterized
by
mass
displacement,
systematic
human rights abuses including
sexual violence and use of child
soldiers
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Overview of the DRC child soldiering
• North-eastern DRC has been plagued by armed conflict involving
national and foreign armed groups and forces for over 20 years
• Boys and Girls continue to be recruited and used by numerous
armed groups in DRC. Girls are used as ‘wives’ and sexually
abused by their commanders and other soldiers.
• A big number of child soldiers: For 300,000 child soldiers in the
world, DRC has between 30,000 to 50,000 child soldiers alone.
• Around 25,000 have been demobilized but 7,000 remain in various
armed groups
• Child soldier are victims and perpetrators
• The problem of girl soldiers: It is estimated that approximately 30 %
of the child soldiers in the Democratic Republic of Congo are girls.
• Despite the high estimate, the number of girls is extremely low
within reintegration programs.
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Causes of child recruitment in DRC
In a survey of former child soldiers in the Democratic Republic of
Congo and their motivation to join armed groups, it was found that
•

9% were abducted or joined out of fear

•

34% of these children joined for material reasons,

•

21% joined because they believed in the group’s ideology,

• 10% wanted revenge
• 11% wanted to leave their home
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Causes of Child Recrutement in DRC
• Children are considered an economically efficient alternative to
adult combatants. They are easily indoctrinated and are efficient
fighters because they have not yet developed a concept of
death
• Many groups continue to abduct and coerce children to join
• Other Push and pull factors : Poverty, Discrimination, Ethnic and
tribal identity , killing and humiliation of their parents(potent in
the mobilization of whole communities including children),
cultural factors
• Community Protection: High level of militarization of
communities (Mai-Mai ,FDRR, Banyamulenge) for self-defense
• Ongoing conflict
• Permanent Displacement ( Children are more likely to become
child soldiers if they are separated from their families, displaced
from their homes, living in conflict areas )
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DDR of child Soldiers in DRC
• The government of Congo took the responsibility for the
implementation of DDR program (CONADER).
• Social reintegration:
Family reunification
School education
• Economic reintegration: For those who were not able to attend
schools because of age, reintegration activities were oriented
to create their capacity to support themselves.
•

In South and North Kivu on a total of 21,827 children, 12, 511 have
been involved in reintegration programs. 9,316 have been rerecruited.
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Challenges on child soldiers
reintegration in eastern DRC

• Lack of long-term financing : is insufficient and only
covers a period not exceeding one or two years.
• Contextual security situation of the eastern region:
The reintegration process cannot be effective as
periodic fighting reoccurred in eastern of the DRC.
• Ethnic cleansing ideology still push underage
to
participate in the protection of themselves and their
communities.
• The problem of re-recruitment : Re-recruitment rates in
eastern DRC high 69% of child soldiers had been rerecruited in parts of South Kivu
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Opportunities
• Increased national and international awareness:
Ratification of the Protocol on the involvement of children in armed
conflict.
•
The inclusion of child protection advisors within the UN
peacekeeping mission
•

International pressure regarding child recruitment has achieved
some results in the DRC

• The determination of UN and Humanitarian agencies:
The role of MONUC in the reintegration of chield Soldiers in DRC. With
the deployment in vital locations, including those inaccessible to DRC
military . These deployments have provided the necessary support to
the reintegration of child soldiers

• Obtain the adherence of non-state armed groups
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Conclusion
• Children are increasingly victims of armed conflicts as ‘both
the targets and the perpetrators of violence
•

Indeed, comparative studies show that a child living in a
war-torn society today runs a higher risk of being maimed,
raped or used as a combatant than a child who lived in
equally violent circumstances in the past.

• The international community has developed an important set
of politically and legally binding instruments that highlight the
absolute necessity to guarantee unconditional protection to
children in armed hostilities. Unfortunately, these normative
policies are not adequately backed by political will.
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Conclusion
• National and international efforts have been made to demobilize
and reintegrate child soldiers in the DRC. Despite a nationwide
reduction in child soldier usage as achievement, recruitment and
re-recruitment persist.
•

Ongoing conflict and poverty, displacements of the population,
lack of long-term founding and adequate education programs
for child soldiers, remain the most prominent challenges towards
successful reintegration of child soldiers, Especially in the North
eastern parts of the country.

• Large programs for peace education are needed to stand and
fight against ethnicity and ethnic cleansing ideology.
• Future study must also focus on the reintegration of girl soldiers in
the context of DRC.
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Islamic State Uses Child Soldier
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