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60 million individuals were
forcibly displaced around the
world – UNHCR, 2014
more than half of this population is
children

230 million children lived in
countries traumatised by
conflict– UNICEF, 2014

South Sudan:
•
750,000 children internally displaced,
•

320,000 registered as child refugees,

•

over 12,000 recruited and used by the
government and opposition forces as child
soldiers in armed conflict in 2014.

Nigeria:
•
Boko Haram terrorist activities between
2010 and 2014 caused the displacement of
600 000 primary school pupils. In addition,
between 2013 and mid-2014,
•

Boko Haram destroyed 211 schools in Borno
State, leading to the closure of all State
funded education facilities in March 2014.

•

Boko Haram terrorist activities between
2010 and 2014 caused the displacement of
600 000 primary school pupils. In addition,
between 2013 and mid-2014,

DRC:
•
estimated that armed conflict displaced 2.7
Million people in 2012,
•

of which approximately 400,000 are alleged
to be children of primary school age.

In South Sudan before the crisis, the United Nations verified the recruitment and use of children, all boys mostly between 14
and 17 years of age.
During the 2013 reporting period, 26 new incidents of military use of schools and hospitals by the SPLA were registered
affecting the access to education of approximately 13,000 children.
By 15 December 2015, 7 schools were still being used by SPLA. More recently, in June 2015, 129 children were reported
killed in the Unity State within three weeks.
Boys were castrated and left to bleed to death and girls as young as eight years were gang-raped and murdered. Meanwhile,
another 13000 are forced to participate in the armed conflict.

In DRC during 2013, at least 68 children were killed and at least 96 were maimed.
910 children (783 boys and 127 girls) had been recruited and used by armed groups in 2013. Among them, 609
were Congolese, 28 Rwandans, and 5 Ugandans, while the nationality of 268 children remained unknown.
Almost half of the children were reportedly used as combatants, but children were used as porters, cooks,
informants and in other support roles and being subjected to sexual violence.

The United Nations recorded 353,000 persons, among them many children, displaced in areas affected by LRA. Abduction
of children by the LRA was documented with 65 cases reported from the south-eastern region of the Central African
Republic (47) and the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s Haut-Uélé district (18).
The children were used for looting and the transport of pillaged goods and released within a short period of time. It
should be noted that children, in particular girls, abducted or recruited by LRA are regularly subjected to sexual violence.
In 2013, 177 children were separated from their families by LRA, including 121 Congolese, 47 Central Africans, 8
Ugandans and 1 South Sudanese.

In Mali, children constitute more than half of the documented casualties of explosive remnants of war with at least six killed
and 51 others injured in 2013.
During the height of the conflict in 2013, all 1,418 schools in northern Mali were closed for an extended period.
Access to education was also restricted owing to the use of schools by the military. For instance, on 14th November 2013, 30
MNLA elements established a front post in a high school in Kidal town.

In Somalia during 2013, the United Nations documented the recruitment and use of 1,293 children by various parties to
the conflicts, including by Al-Shabaab (908), the Somali National Army and allied militia (209), and Ahl al-SunnawalJama’a (ASWJ) (111).
The arbitrary arrest and detention of 1,009 children by the national army during operations against Al-Shabaab was a
grave concern in 2013. In 11 cases, girls who had been arrested were also raped.
At least 237 children were reportedly killed (179 boys and 58 girls) and 494 children were injured (383 boys and 111
girls). In 154 incidents of sexual violence, 152 girls and 2 boys were raped by unknown armed elements.
Also documented were 54 attacks on schools and 11 attacks on hospitals by the national army (28), Al-Shabaab (18),
unknown armed groups (7) and ASWJ (1). 4 schools were attacked by Al-Shabaab and an unknown armed group.

World Bank:
•
124 million children are still out of primary and
lower secondary school

•

250 million cannot read or write although many
have been to school.

•

57 million children who are still not attending
primary schools

•

62 million adolescents who are not in lower
secondary schools - live in conflict and violence

•

10% of development aid was invested in
education in 2013, primary school aged children
in long-term crises received half of the
development aid than those elsewhere

•

only 36% of education requests for humanitarian
aid were positive compared to 60% for other
sectors.

•

Of the 21 million people in conflict countries
identified as needing education support only 8
million were targeted in humanitarian appeals in
2013

“The sudden and violent onset of emergencies, the disruption of families and community structures, as well as the acute
shortage of resources with which most refugees are confronted, deeply affects the physical and psychological wellbeing of
refugee children”

•

Sub-Saharan Africa contributes 35% of the
global share of out-of-school primary-aged
children living in conflict-affected areas

•

15 of the 28 groups listed are located in Africa, 5
of which are national armed forces
57 million children who are still not attending
primary schools

•
•

According to UNDP in their recently launched
Counter Violent Extremism programme, from
2011 to 2015, over 21,245 fatalities are estimated
to have been caused by religiously inspired
extremism in Africa

One in ten children are living in a country affected by armed conflict.
In a survey of six countries and territories affected by violence conducted by the World Bank, many citizens believed
that poor provision and quality of education is one of the drivers of conflict .
Education can help prevent conflict, UNESCO in a study showed that doubling the percentage of youth with secondary
education from 30% to 60% has the potential to halve the risk of conflict while another study of 55 countries
between 1986 and 2003 indicated that where educational inequality doubled, the probability of conflict more than
doubled from 3.8% to 9.5% .
Education can promote tolerance as well as the global citizenship skills outlined in the proposed SDG targets as
important for peaceful and inclusive societies.

During Rwanda’s civil war, GDP per capita decreased dramatically to just US$130 per capita. At the end of the war
the GDP per capita was 1/3 of pre-war levels. The GDP per capita did not return to pre-war levels until 2007 (GPI
2015)
The civil war that broke out in South Sudan in 2013 resulted in a 15% decline in GDP in 2014 and increase of
domestic debt from nearly 0% in 2011 to approximately 12% of GDP end of 2014 (IMF 2014).
Due to conflict, DRC has one of the lowest revenue-to-GDP ratios in Sub-Saharan Africa, estimated at 13.3% in 2014.
VAT declined from 4.5 percent of GDP in 2012 to 2.9 percent of GDP in 2014 (IMF)

In South Sudan , between 2005 and 2011, foreign aid and technical assistance amounted to about US$500 million per
year, now an estimated 1.8 Billion humanitarian financing is required mainly because of the conflict.

Refugee Response Plan to South Sudan conflict, for 2015, by Ethiopia, Kenya and Sudan was estimated at US$
809,913,788. This is more than South Sudan government budget for ministries of education, health and child welfare
combined.

In South Sudan, planned social and development expenditures for financial year 2014/ 2015 decreased by 35% from
financial year 2013/2014 as security expenditure accounted for nearly 36% of entire government budget.
Committed humanitarian financing as at December 2015 to South Sudan is equivalent to budget for Ministry of
Gender, Child and Social Welfare for 66 years, if the budget for 2012/13 is maintained.
In Somalia, over 80% of the budget goes to recurrent costs and containing violence, with very minimal development
budget.

1. Advocate that all forms of violence against children in conflict
situations are considered unacceptable and scale up our
international, regional and national evidence-based advocacy.
2. Collaborate closely with the UN and the African Union on
children’s rights and child protection training to change the
attitudes and behaviour of the military, peacekeepers and police to
end child protection violations.
3. Provide high-quality prevention and response services to children
at risk of recruitment into, or associated with or released from,
armed forces or groups and gangs and support their reintegration
into families and communities.
4. Work with boys and men, and other community members, to
prevent the recruitment of boys and girls into criminal
organisations and gangs and the exposure of children to extreme
violence.
5. Ensure that we carry out inclusive and cross-sectoral contextual
analysis at regional and country level during the design and
implementation phase of child protection interventions.

6. Develop and define comprehensive interventions targeting
adolescents and young people in conflict settings to tackle the root
causes that put this group at risk.
7. Better link child protection responses in armed conflict with other
sectors to ensure a holistic cross-sectoral response.

8.
Invest in deepening organisational understanding of the impact
of radicalisation and other conflict drivers on violence against children.

